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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

April 8, 2019 

PRESENT:   
Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman  

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice Chairman 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

Debbie Holmwood 

Robert Bamber 

Briana Hursen, Associate Member 

Also Present:  

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Sheehan, Chairman, 

in Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall, located at 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the Minutes of March 26, 2019, seconded by 

Mr. Paciorkowski.  

VOTE 4-0 motion approved.  

PLANNING BOARD REORGANIZATION 

Mr. Porro entered the meeting late. 

Mr. Porro nominated Mr. Paciorkowski as Chairman and Mr. Sheehan as Vice Chairman.   

Mr. Sheehan asked if anyone was interested in being Clerk. 

Ms. Holmwood volunteered to be Clerk. 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to nominate Mr. Paciorkowski as Chairman, Mr. Sheehan as 

Vice Chairman, and Ms. Holmwood as Clerk, seconded by Mr. Bamber.   
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VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

DISCUSSION- Skating Club of Boston– Off-site parking agreements – Thomas 

Fanning, Northstar; Douglas Zeghibe, Skating Club of Boston 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that out of the ten conditions of approval only eight have been met.   

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the Planning Board has not received copies of an easement for the 

Town to have access to the utilities in case of an emergency. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the Planning Board has not received copies of an offsite parking 

agreement for special events. The parking demand for normal day to day activities at the most 

would only consist of 400 spaces.  The Board granted a Special Permit to allow for a 500 

parking space waiver with the general condition that the Skating Club of Boston would talk to 

neighboring lots to come up with an agreement for use of their parking on days with these 

special events. The agreement was that the Skating Club of Boston would have these 

agreements in place before the issuing of a building permit. 

The Planning Board received a Memorandum of Understanding from the Skating Club that 

they received from the MBTA for access to their lots. The copy received was not signed.  

They received one tonight which was signed.  Mr. Halkiotis recommended that the Planning 

Board discuss condition #7 from the Memorandum of Understanding.  Condition #7 states 

that “The MBTA has indicated that it will consider a license application for the loading and 

unloading of a Skating Club- provided shuttle bus service at the MBTA Parking Areas on 

days when the MBTA’s core commuter needs are likely to be lower than normal.” 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that he does not have the authority to issue a waiver. Mr. Halkiotis stated 

that the contractors are on site and eager to start construction.   

Mr. Fanning stated that Condition 10 is a miscommunication.  The confusion is there are not 

existing utilities on the site. Mr. Fanning stated that Norwood can have access to the site 

utilities. 

Mr. Fanning stated that there an agreement with the MBTA, but that the MBTA wants to 

know when the events are. However, with the events 24 months away they can’t provide an 

answer. This has been a similar issue for all neighbors they have talked to who are interested 

in helping, but don’t want to have a firm agreement yet.  

Mr. Fanning stated that the Skating is not unwilling to satisfy it Condition 7, but that they are 

having trouble with reaching agreements 24 months in advance. 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated Condition 10 can be sorted with Mr. Halkiotis and Mr. Ryan.  The 

Planning Board is mostly concerned with the parking agreements.  

Mr. Fanning stated that they would come to the town 90 days before any special event with 

details of the parking plan.  

Mr. Porro asked why a real estate member of the MBTA signed  the MOU.  Mr. Fanning 

stated that he was unsure, but was certain it is a member of importance with the MBTA. 

Mr. Porro stated that the agreement was signed in November and asked why they are just 

receiving it now. Mr. Zeghibe stated that it took that long to work with the MBTA on a it.  
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Mr. Sheehan asked if there would be nights where they would need overflow. Mr. Zeghibe 

stated only weekends. If there was an event on Thursday, there would be low attendance. Mr. 

Sheehan asked if the plan can be changed that parking would be addressed before a certificate 

of occupancy. 

Mr. Paciorkowski suggested that Town Council review this and see if it is ok. Before a 

certificate of occupancy is issued, a parking plan will be put into place, and 90 days before an 

event the Skating Club would have to go in front of the Police and Fire Department to discuss 

the event parking and shuttle plan.  

Mr. Porro asked if parking on site will require payment.  Mr. Zeghibe stated that it will pay for 

valet and the shuttle bus. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the applicant would have to come back for a Public Hearing if they 

decided to modify the condition. Mr. Halkiotis stated that he likes the idea to continue to talk 

to the MBTA. Mr. Halkiotis would like to allow them to start construction and return to the 

Planning Board to discuss progress or apply to modify the condition. Mr. Halkiotis would also 

like the Skating Club to sign a document that states that they will not have any big events 

unless town approves parking.  

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to have Mr. Halkiotis to send a Memorandum to the 

building inspector that this was discussed tonight and start construction pending they come 

back in front of the Planning Board in 3 months to discuss progress on Condition #7, by 

tightening up the agreement with the MBTA and talking to neighboring areas about parking 

agreements, seconded by Ms. Holmwood. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed.  

SUNSET AVENUE– Final plan review and implementation estimate – John Glossa, 

Glossa Engineering Inc. 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that at the last meeting the Planning Board voted to recall the bond. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that Mr. Gomes was contacted and told him the Planning Board recalled 

the bond.  Mr. Gomes went and signed the bond slip. Mr. Gomes wrote a check to cover the 

amount of money that was seized.  

Mr. Glossa handed a plan to the members of the board.  Mr. Glossa stated that this plan is 

pretty close to being the final plan.  After discussing with the neighbors, small changes may be 

made. 

Ms. Holmwood stated the plan is great. Her concern is the dead trees and plants.  

Mr. Glossa stated that the two dead trees will be removed and replaced with one tree. Ms. 

Holmwood would like two trees.  

Mr. Halkiotis stated that it is the first time he is seeing the plan and it needs to be looked at by 

him and Mr. Ryan. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the Planning Board needs to amend the plan that was originally 

signed off. He would like Mr. Glossa to create a final plan and that plan will first need to be 

approved by Mr. Ryan then the Planning Board can approve it. 
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Mr. Glossa would like to have the project totally finished by June 30th. 

PLANNING BOARD BUSINESS 

Street name change- Morse Street Extension to Park Place 

Mr. Halkiotis discussed the overall project to brand Vanderbilt Park and the reason for 

the street name change request. 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if Town Meeting will have to vote on it.  Mr. Halkiotis stated 

“no”.  

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the street name change, seconded by Mr. 

Porro. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

Special Town Meeting- Discussion of Articles  

At the last meeting, the Planning Board closed the public hearings but did not vote to 

approval the MUOD article.  Mr. Halkiotis met with the Board of Selectmen.  The Board 

of Selectmen voted to allow the Planning Board to present the Zoning changes. 

Ms. Holmwood asked who would present this at Town Meeting.  Mr. Halkiotis stated 

him and Mr. Brovitz will present it.  

MOTON made by Mr. Porro to make a recommendation for approval at Town Meeting 

of the MUOD bylaw, seconded by Ms. Holmwood. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The fire alarm went off at 9PM.  Due to the fire alarm, the meeting was adjourned.   

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM.  

Next Meeting: April 22, 2019 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  
 
 


